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Abstract

Referring to the role of the press, some reseasirethe domain, who have mentally
represented the existence of the modern socidtyeimbsence of the mass-media, concluded
that, in spite of all the shortcomings of the jaalist activities, one could not entirely imagine
the human existence without being accompanied fhwkenced by the media.
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Introduction

The establishment of the modern democracy hasdethaé growth of the press’
importance, which took action in three main direns as to consolidate the democratic
process in his totality; the relation between tleegons led and the leaders in terms of public
control on the political powers by means of therpalists; the relation between the persons
led and the leader, referring to the mobilisatioh the citizens and their consciousness
regarding political decisions; the relation betwed¢he citizens, referring to the free
competition of ideas. Thus, the journalists mugireésent a strong binding agent between
power and public, between society and politics etwkeen particular persons, as the mass-
media is envisaged as an absolute communicatioimosment, the only environment capable
of mediating the bonds between the masses in medeietie’.

Information — indispensable factor for the evolution of the inter-human relations

The need for information constitutes a characiertsait of the human being from the
oldest times, which is emphasized permanently, calaith the evolution of society, the
evolution of the complexity of social relation dtetlocal or international level, with the
progress of science and technique, in all domdireivity, along with the multiplication of
the events which are important for the community, e

Information- as a primordial ontological factor which standeng with mater and
energy, at the origins of the universe- represents of the main components of the human
existence, without which the progress of the sgctder all its aspects and the life itself of
every human would be inconceivable in its abseticis. mainly revealed by means of the
journalists by different means of communication lsus: journals, papers, broadcasting,
television, internet, etc.

The word “information”, which was taken from LatiGnformatio) by means of the
French languageinformation), has a polysemantic character, due to the nursesenses
which are imposed by the various domains and ctsiexwhich they are used. Thus, except
for the meanings used currently, it also embodibégrosense, attributed either by defining
itself as a term (scientific or technical), eith@s a concept within certain branches of
philosophy or other sciences and technologies whbget of study it represefts

! D. Pop,Mass-mediai democraia, Polirom Publishing House, §a 2001, p. 217.

“The notion of information refers to an informatibpaocess (informing activities), at the resulttbis process

(the volume, variety of information obtained), agliwas certain specific phenomenon (the information
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The original sense of this notion — which mainlygs the communicative aspect
and in the same time, the qualitative aspect ratetbe knowledge obtained from others, by
own investigations or personal research accumufabed reading, reports on recent events or
which have not been priory acquired or known, niaefrom journals, newspapers or news
bulletins; obtained by means of study or educatiaeducted from direct observations and
own experience

Due to the appearance, together with the writtesgpof other means (radio, internet),
as well as the improvement of traditional transmissmethods of information (the
appearance of the book or electronic press), nty bas the quantity of information
increased, but also the transmission speed, tieasirmg, more useful possibilities of receiving
information, as the recipients must select thessiand news they wish to access, depending
on the interests and goals pursydzking careful to avoid the “trap” of occupyingihtime
with these steps at the expense of developing atbeful activities in the personal, family
and social plan.

Moreover, the journalist also has the task tofrfilleportant issues from an increasing
volume of information which originate from busy asgkcialised domains, having the role of
passing from the supplying facts to supplying sshsiee main objective being that the mass-
media also achieves a cultural and educationaltiumcfor the benefit of the society
members.

Depending on the professionalism of the journglitke press may embody an
important educational, formative and instructiveeyas the information transmitted by means
of it may contribute to a more realistic knowledwfereality, which permits the guidance of
human actions as to achieve the goals pursued.

Journalism and the progress of the society

In conformity with the doctrine the news media fails to “tell” people HOW to tkin
but frequently achieves to tell the reader WHAT ttonk about, depending on the
representations of the news modulated by the eddaad publishers of the paper they are
frequently reading. .

The mass means of communication may offer idestiéied aspirations, supplying
new behavioural modélsThus, the journalist plays an important role lie society of the
individuals, and depending of the credibility and objectivitythe materials supplied, they
create opinions, direct the values, faiths, atétudnd public behaviotfr

phenomenon, informational boom, etc). As to cotyeahderstand the notion of information, other cepis

must be taken into consideration: meaning, knowdedguth, representation, mental stimulus, schbigrs

culture, communication, redundancy, feedback, @gtraegative entropy, etc.., and the rules asstigdee C.

F. PopescuPractica jurnalismului de informare. Principii, redj, provociri, “Lucian Blaga” University

Printing House, Sibiu, 1999, p. 51; Mielu Zlaksihologia mecanismelor cognitivBolirom Printing House,

lasi, 1999, p. 65).

*The communication function or the “associated” tiort specific to the mass-media is also known eytérm

of social integration function as it is considertbat the process of communication also impliesgragon

(Dorin PopaMass-media, asri, European Institute Printing Housesi]&2002, p. 85).

“A. Toffler, Puterea in micare, Antet Printing House, & 1995, p. 344; Melvin L. DeFleur, Sanda Ball-

RokeachTeorii ale comunigrii de magi, Polirom Printing House, §8 1999, p. 54.

®V. Traciuc,Modalitisi de transmitere atirilor in radio, in “Manual de journalism”, vol. |, coordinated .

Coman, Polirom Printing House sla1997, p. 149.

®Jo Bardoel,BeyondJournalism: A Profession between Informantiety and Civil Societyin European

Journal of Communication, 11(3), 1996, p. 297.

'B. CohenThe Press and the Foreign Polidrinceton University Press, Princeton, NJ, 1963,3p.

%W. Mills, The Power Elite Oxford University Press, New York, 1956, p. 3Which also shows that “The

information means tell the individual from the cmowho he is, confers an identity and tell him whatwishes

to be, thus, creating aspirations”.

°Socialization also embodies the existence of ingmampossibilities to communicate, which have becbatsits,

between the individual and the society. It is, tive same time, a cultural learning and conditionlmg also a

cultural adaptation, prioritization and incorpooati This term finds its place in very divers theimad currents
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The relation between journalists and the receiyaaglic may result in three effects:
strengthening the existent opinions, creating npimions- based on the information supplied
by the mass-media- and changing the opinions depgmeh the argumentation and veracity
of the information offered by the pré&s

In this manner, the mass-media has a major impoetoth for the evolution of the
society as a whole, as well as for the document#&#dde of the individuals which form it, as
“people may evaluate certain tendencies and mayn®, knowingly, their decision” based
on informatiorf?.

People are searching the contact with the mediaritain situation and in order to find
remedies against loneliness, as to create “posifelings or in order to define human
relations™?.

The journalist finds himself in a key position bktsociety, as he fulfils an extremely
complex role, due to his involvement in the infotima sources and the public, having the
task of presenting information in conformity withet principles, rules and legal regulations
specific to the journalistic activit{. In this sense, Randall shows that the role @fuanalist
is to acquire fresh information on things which afgublic interest and to “transmit it to the
readers as quick and as accurately of possibn imonest and balanced mannher”

As a result of his objective activity, the jourmsalmay contribute to the understanding
and rectification of the negative aspects in theiaddife, thus creating a perfect balance
between the private interest and the public inteesa result, by revealing extremely serious
facts, the journalists brought important contribos in taking certain normalisation measures
of the activities envisaged, in numerous situatioseme of them proving to be of
considerable importance for the smooth runnindnefsocial, economic, politic life eté.

The advanced technologies used by the journalistdhe mass-media activity
substantially influences the globalisation aspeassthe people are becoming “contingently,
aware of the multitude of events occurring worldstidnd which had been normally ignored.
Global expansion of the modern institutions wouldvér been impossible without the
involvement of knowledge which is represented keyriews™’.

Mass-media and democracy

The multitude of reactions towards the relation matbmocracy can be reduced to
two main positions: an essential one is the cr@tiduought, which accuses the limitations

such as: cultural anthropology, genetic or intemhn psychology” (See Gilles FerreBlicsionar de sociologie,
Polirom Printing House, 3 1998, p. 206)

9D, sandru, S. BocanceMass-medigi democraia in Romania postcomunist‘Institutul European” Printing
House, lai, 2011, p. 91.

Y1See S. Chelce®ersonalitatesi societate in tranzie, “Editura Siinta si Tehnici” Printing House, Bucharest,
1994, pp. 204 and following, which shows that thist fstep towards a change in attitude is the “dngvof
attention concerning the message” and that thes niécessary “for the message to be understood’tte last
phase consists in “accepting the content of theeets/e message”.

2M. Coman,Din culisele celei de-a patra puteiCarro Printing House, 1996, p. 104.

13).,U. Rogge, K. JenserEveryday Life and Television in West Germany: Anpdthretic-Interpretive
Perspective on the Family SysteBage printing House, 1988, quoted by Roger Siteee,Televiziunea in
viara cotidiani, Polirom Printing House, & 1999, p. 53.

“See H. J. Gandeciding What's Newsantheon, New York, 1979, p. 282, which states tifamews must
contain a multiple orientation, reflecting on tHarplity of opinions and perspectives.

*D. Randall Jurnalistul universalPolirom Printing House, §& 1998, p. 37.

®For example, the journalists Bob Woodward and @aminstein published, in the year 1972, in the daily
“Washington Postdocumented information (obtained from confidehsaurce) from which it resulted that,
under the patronage of the president of the SUAh&T Nixon and with the involvement of the Central
Investigation Agency (CIA), the illegal intercepti@f the conversations of the “democrats” was atetil, by
means of a system installed at the headquarterthefDemocratic Party, in the Watergate building in
Washington. As a result of the disclosure madenbytwo journalists, the president had to resign.

YA. Giddiness;The Consequences of ModernRplity Press, Cambridge, 1990, pp. 75-76.
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imposed by the media logics of the classic formsntdraction, and the second one, which
insists on the “co-substantial” relation betwees ttedia and the democratic operfhg

The premise of manifesting a solid opposition whrelpresents an indispensable
element of democracy is represented by the chamdeeély and publicly express one’s
conviction by means of the media.

On the other hand, the parties that came to powercampelled, as to keep their
position, to contribute to the formation of the palopinion, with the help of the mass-media,
thus bringing at their disposal their own perspesiand beliefs.

Who wishes to exercise the right to free manifestabf opinions must present the
possibility of being informed regarding the thirtks is interested . One can not form his
own judgements, if he does not know the facts.wkrks which are of public interest and
with which the citizens must be familiar with inder to form justified political judgements
must be discussed publicly, as an important rot@isisense is defined by the journalistic.

Only those regimes which are submitted to the attenof the public opinion, by
means of the mass-media, take the political matofithe citizens seriously, as it can not be
consolidated by means of the publiéfty

The culture of the époque in which we live is rethto the media and the culture of
the image which developed in modernity presupptsesnter-reaction of image, sound and
word in forms which create significant structuresmetimes which influences the population
significantly*.

The media cultures distinguished by ityariety which is continuously enriched by
new technological improvements, its penetration tie most intimate spaces of the
anthropology of the daif, of the collective and individual experiences. Félkation between
the media culture and the industrial type cultwevident by the replication of production
and reproduction models which are traced backeathss-medfa

Conclusions

In conformity with the traditional liberal conceptis, the essential role of the
journalists and the mass media is that of actinigsitapacity of a watch dogMatchdodf”,
by criticizing the wrongful measures and actionstloé stat€, as it considers that by
revealing certain abuses to the public authoritieghe powerful institutions, in general, an

. Petcu Sociologia mass-medi®acia printing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2002, p. 147.
¥D. . ParaschivSistemul saninilor in dreptul internaional public CH Beck printing House, Bucharest,
2012, pp. 155-156.
“\Waldemar Besson, Gotthard Jaspzas Leitbild der modernen Demokratie. Bauelemeirterdreiheitlichen
StaatsordnungBundeszentrale fiir politische Bildung, Bonn, 1990. 30-45.
“IFor example, in the electoral campaign from theryd®60, Kennedy, following the Roosevelt modelpwh
successfully used the radio — by developing a arteof the presidential communication” — realizdu t
importance of television for an efficient communioa with the electorate, thus obtaining the funitiof
president of the USA although 84% of the paperstrotied by the republicans were against him (See V.
Duculescu, Constaa Gilinoiu, Georgeta DuculesciDrept constitional comparat Lumina Lex printing
House, Bucharest, 1996, pp. 74 and foll.).
22). Alexander, S. Seidemafulturi si societate. Dezbateri contemporanénstitutul European” Printing
House, 2001, pp. 223-297.
“In the USA, the internet sites had a consideramleoitance in the electoral campaign developed tada
Obama by means of his supports that used means avadable by the staff candidate. the key eleneing
denominated $ocial networking After president Obama raised the internet to ewel of political
communication, the phenomenon spread with the spekght over the Globe (Dani€landru, Sorin Bocancea,
[10], p. 141).
“The term ofWatchdogderives from the necessities of the free markédedis and public manifestations of the
individuals. Being defenseless in the confrontatiath Power, the citizen delegates part f that poteethe
politicians, and the other part to the media ireotth control the first. Thus, journalists have twain functions,
namely function the activity of the politicians atwdcorrectly inform the citizens (Doru Pop, [1p.[A13-14).
3. CurranMass-media and Societylichael Gurevitch Printing House, Rutledge, 1994, §2ff in Doru Pop,
op. cit, p. 223.
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equilibrium may be achieved in the society whickoisnaintain it within the parameters of an
authentic democracy.

In this sense, Jefferson declared that, if he shalgcide between having a
government without newspapers and having newspaipleout a government, he would not
hesitate in choosing the second optfoiManaging to impose itself with difficulty befotke
powers who are attempting to prohibit, control orrapt it, the media communication is thus,
in its founding inspiration, the fruit and manifasdn of a fundamental liberty: the liberty of
thinking and free expressioh

All powers present counter-powers, however therenig one exception which does
not abide this rule: the media power. Democradiesaarisk when one of the powers does not
have a counter-pow&r
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